
Sturgeon River/US-41 Gasoline 
Spill Response

February 3, 2018
Chassell, Houghton County, MI



Spill Location



Immediate Community



Sturgeon River

 Traffic accident on 
US-41

 4,000 gallons of 
gasoline and 1,500 
gallons of diesel fuel
– Roadway
– Embankments
– Surface of river

 River covered with 
ice and snow



Site Features
Stockpile

Command Center

Spill



Response Organization



IAP



Unified Command Objectives

 Protect public safety
 Protect worker safety
 Remove product spilled onto the land
 Recover product from the river ice
 Assess potential downriver impacts
 Reopen all lanes of US-41



Air Monitoring



Air Monitoring – START



Initial On-Land Recovery



Product Recovery from Frozen 
River Surface



Under Ice Assessment



Assessment Team



Shoreline Cleanup and 
Assessment Techniques (SCAT)

• Visual
• Real-Time VOC 

Readings
• Laboratory 

Analysis



On-Bank Recovery-North Side



On-Bank Recovery-Under Bridge



On-Bank Recovery-South Side



Transportation and Disposal

• Media Removed
o 6,200 tons of 

soil to landfill
o 9,300 gallons 

of liquids



Guardrail Replacement



Containment Measures

• Long-Term 
Boom

• Recovery Well
• Sheet Piling
• Agitator 

System to 
Prevent Ice 
Buildup



Restoration



Keweenaw Bay Indian Community

X



Public Information



Media Coverage
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